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The first Lady Barbara Bush was runner up at the 1990 Wellesley College commencement address. The audience Mrs. Bush was speaking to was Wellesley College students. However, it seemed that the audience, that is, most of the graduates were annoyed, not only because their first choice Alice Walker possibly would not deliver her speech but because the actual speaker was to be Bush. Most of the students felt that Bush was not an appropriate example for a female college. The Wellesley College graduates felt that Bush was not the woman career model they were aspiring to be and that she asked for an opportunity to deliver a speech just because she was the wife to an important person. A quarter of the outgoing class, therefore, proceeded in their disappointment to demonstrate against Bush delivering the speech “Choices and Change”. 
Nevertheless, Bush was still the first speaker for the occasion. Surprisingly, according to what Bush said in her speech, I feel with no doubt that even those who were protesting against her delivering the speech were pleased by the speech. In addition to the disagreement surrounding Mrs. Bush being the chosen commencing speaker, she added to the interest by inviting the First Lady Mrs. Gorbachev to attend the event and deliver a speech as well. Some people argued that Mrs. Bush invited Mrs. Gorbachev to help her. However, in the long run, Bush conveyed the best imaginable speech of the time, place, and event despite the controversy. 
Mrs. Bush was able to turn the pessimism in her audience and use the conflicting results of protests for her benefit. She successfully adjusted her topic, language, and purpose and communication style and addressed her audience humorously and intelligently, given that she understood the context and controversy surrounding her speech. This thus gained her the respect of the critical listeners among the audience, hence being able to deliver her topic and purpose successfully. Mrs. Bush adjusted to first deal with the situation at hand and try to convince her audience that she had something worth sharing. 
In my opinion, Mrs. Bush was intelligent enough to authenticate the concerns of her audience, and at the same time show her audience that she holds a large fraction of similar concerns. To be more specific, the bush was able to challenge her audience to experience life as she was a mother and a wife to someone and not just as a professional woman. Mrs. Bush successfully addressed the demographic and situational audiences in her speech by first addressing past speeches, traditions, and experiences of happenings of previous years (demographic audiences). Mrs. Bush then proceeded to address the issues of the particular day (situational audiences) and most importantly the dissimilarities between her and Alice Walker. She finally devotes the rest of the speech delivering her message from her heart, focusing on the future of the graduates. Mrs. Bush offers her audience with three choices and a proposal to change existing practice, hence “Choices and Change”. 
Additionally, Mrs. Bush delivers a distinguishing speech with the use of oral pictures, standard proofs, principles, and repetition. First, she focuses on standard proof of pathos, as proved by her statement that Wellesley… “Is not just a place, but an idea, an experiment in excellence in which diversity is not just tolerated, but is embraced.” Secondly, Mrs. Bush builds the common values and unity bond between herself and the audience. She accomplishes this by addressing the issues of joy, diversity identity, and cherishing relationships. I feel that the women graduating from Wellesley College were able to recognize, reflect, and relate the values Mrs. Bush was weaving through her entire speech. Bush also successfully created an advantage to herself through humorous storytelling, which enhanced her speech. Even though the stories were brief, I feel they contributed a lot to the success of her speech. Finally, she uses repetition to enhance the audibility of her speech and content, hence her audience noticed that she meant her words. 
For a greater part of her speech, Mrs. Bush uses simple repetition. For example, towards the end of the speech, Bush poses a challenge to her audience by saying “You must read to your children, and you must hug your children, and you must love your children.” These elements among others contributed to Mrs. Bush meeting her expectations for the speech and delivering her most eloquent speech. I feel that Mrs. Bush walked out of the stage with a sense of pride for what she had accomplished, with self-appreciation and challenge to become a better person after the Wellesley College event. The success of Mrs. Bush was not only dependent on her ability to craft a good speech but also to present it intelligibly. She successfully overcame the opposition to her speech and even win over the entire audience. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, for a better understanding of the power behind the speech of Mrs. Bush, audiences must first acknowledge that Bush is also a person by learning about her background. To avoid the controversy which happened at Wellesley College, listeners have to be aware of the context of the speech and handle the different fictional and verbal devices used by Mrs. Bush in her speech. The words in Mrs. Bush’s speech are inspirational to every individual and not bound by any time limits. Mrs. Bush’s performance will remain to be a powerful speech of all times in America and the entire world. 
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